&) Swale

BOROUGH COUNCIL

Dear Elector,

Sheerness Community Governance Review - Further Consultation

| am writing to let you know the result of the questionnaire, which asked electors in your area ‘should
Sheerness have a town council?’ and to advise you of the next stage of the review.

Swale Borough Council sent out 7995 leaflets and questionnaires and wrote to 987 properties (where
no electors were registered). The review was also promoted on our website and it was drawn to the
attention of interested parties.

The response to the consultation was as follows:

¢ There were 1978 responses to the questionnaire.
= 1406 said yes, Sheerness should have a town council.
= 569 said no, Sheerness should not have a town council.
» There were 3 questionnaires where it was not clear whether their choice was yes or no.

= Of the yes responses, there were 10 people who voted yes but their comments implied no
(i.e. they supported having a town council but do not wish to pay an additional precept).

e Minster Parish Council also responded in support of setting up a town council for Sheerness.

The results of the consultation were considered by the Council at its meeting on 21 March
2018, and the Council agreed the following.

(1) That Council notes the consultation response to the Community Governance Review.

(2) That given the consultation responses, the following draft recommendations be agreed for further
consultation:

(a) that a new parish area is created for Sheerness (this is to be the same areas as the borough
ward of Sheerness);

(b) that the new parish area should have a parish council;

(c) that the new parish council should be an alternative style and be known as Sheerness Town
Council;

(d) that Sheerness Town Council comprises of 9 Members, with the first elections to take place in
May 2019.

(3) That in making draft recommendations, the Council considers that the establishment of the Town
Council would meet the criteria in the Local Governance and Public Involvermnent in Health Act
2007, in that it will be reflective of the identities and interests of the community in that area, and
effective and convenient, and will have a positive impact on community cohesion.

The Council is required to notify interested persons of the draft recommendations, which is
the purpose of this letter. To summarise, there was a clear view from those who responded
in favour of setting up a town council. It is suggested that if a town council is set up, there
should be nine councillors, but a final decision has not been made.

The Council will be considering this further at the Council meeting on 13 June 2018 when it will be
making a decision on whether to set up a Town Council in your area.

You still have an opportunity to make comments until 21 May 2018, in the following ways:
¢ By email cgrconsultations@swale.gov.uk
¢ By writing to Democratic Services, Swale Borough Council, Swale House, East Street,
Sittingbourne, ME10 3HT

You can find out more information about the review here www.swale.gov.uk/sheerness-cgr
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